CHAPTER 2
Sabotage
After the Mexican Example
As early as the end of 1914 ever more insistent telegrams
arrived from Berlin for the military attache in Washington,
requiring him to make some effective proposals for stopping
the American supplies of arms to the Entente; or at least
for intensifying German propaganda in America to such
an extent that the American public should exercise pressure
against the export of arms and munitions from the United
States.
Thereupon Papen remembered the outrages which had
occurred in Mexico a few months before, and he resolved,
without the knowledge of the ambassador Count Bernstorff,
to set afoot similar activities himself with the object of
holding up or destroying American arms transports. As
the United States was then at peace with Germany, all
the German nationals there had unhampered freedom of
movement, and consequently it was by no means difficult
for Papen to effect acts of sabotage with the assistance of
a number of his fellow countrymen. Every one of these
men was prepared to sacrifice his life for the Fatherland.
As there was no possibility, or at least only the slightest,
of their returning to Germany to fight at the front, these
patriots 'declared themselves prepared c to fight secretly on
the American front *.
Although, as a military attache, Herr von Pipen was
merely accredited to Washington and consequently should
only have performed his duties there, yet he set about
establishing his own office with the firm of Amsinck at
New York* This office was subordinated to the military
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